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Members who have stayed long after
the legislative business of the House to
express their profound respect for the
work of BRUCE VENTO in this body, for
the friendship that he has meant to
each of them.

BRUCE VENTO, like all of us, had
great moments in this body, but none
was greater than the moment that he
took some months ago in the well of
this House to address us all about the
illness which had afflicted him and
which he knew would take his life.

What stands out is that in a time of
rancor, in a body where campaigns
have moved from the hinterlands to
the House floor and have so often
spilled over into invective, that was a
shining moment for this House, where
he spoke of the politics of joy and of
hope, of the meaning of public service,
and his pride in serving the people of
his district, of his State, and of his
country.

It was a great moment for the House
of Representatives, one that will be en-
shrined forever, not just in the RECORD,
but in the hearts of all of us who were
privileged to hear that beautiful out-
pouring of the meaning of this great
deliberative body.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
RAHALL), who sat side by side with
BRUCE VENTO throughout all these 12
terms.

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I
think my friend for yielding time to
me.

Indeed, BRUCE VENTO was a dear col-
league to me, as well. Having served
with him, as well as the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE), side by
side, first on the Interior and Insular
Affairs Committee, and now on the
Committee on Resources for my 24
years in this body, to say that BRUCE
VENTO knew what was in every piece of
legislation that came before our com-
mittee is not an understatement.

As I said, having sat next to him, I
could see him and would marvel at the
way he would read every piece of bill
upon which he were asked to vote, with
that red highlight pen underlining the
pertinent pieces of every piece of legis-
lation that came before our committee.

Truly, he was a knowledgeable Mem-
ber of this body. He was dedicated to
our environment. He came with me to
my district in southern West Virginia,
rode on our whitewater rivers, and
came back and helped me craft legisla-
tion to preserve those rivers for gen-
erations to come.

BRUCE was in my class. We came to
this body in 1977. Throughout our years
together, he was a man who truly lived
the words ‘‘public servant’’ to their
fullest.

To his wife, to his family, to his
friends back in Minnesota who he so
ably served, I do say, we shall all miss
him. BRUCE VENTO was a dear friend to
all of us.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, in the few moments
that remain, there was only one other
person who in my memory stands out
for having taken the well of the House
to address his colleagues on the mean-
ing of life and the meaning of legisla-
tive service. That was Senator Hubert
Humphrey, who was invited by this
body to address the House from the
Clerk’s desk.

Parenthetically, when he arrived
there, he looked out over this assem-
bled gathering of Members of the House
and Members of the Senate and said,
‘‘Oh, you don’t know how long I have
waited to stand here and make this
speech.’’

BRUCE and I were standing together
and marvelled at this wonderful expose
of the meaning of the legislative proc-
ess and of service to humanity. Little
did either of us realize years later he,
too, would take the well to give a simi-
lar civics lesson, one from the heart, on
the meaning of comity and of service.

At the fundraising event in BRUCE’s
honor where funds were raised for a
scholarship program for science stu-
dents, little red pine seedlings were
handed out. I took three of those, one
for each of his sons, because I had a
sense then that we were witnessing a
drama that would play itself out in the
end of his life in some months.

I planted those seedlings in our back-
yard. They are thriving. They will get
another place where they will get more
light, more strength. They will be a
symbol to all of us of this recurring re-
source that BRUCE fought so hard to
preserve, to protect: the flora, the
fauna, the water, the air, the land.
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At the end of life, we will not be
judged by how large a surplus we left,
how large a nuclear arsenal, how great
an Army we left behind us, or by how
many bills had been enacted into law.
We will be judged by, I was naked and
you clothed me; I was hungry and you
fed me; I was homeless and you took
me in.

When we cloth our fellow human
beings in dignity, when we take the
homeless into our hearts, into our
lives, and when we feed the hungry
with the spirit that gives life, we are
truly doing the Lord’s work in this life.
That was BRUCE VENTO. That was all
that he committed himself to do in
public service.

With Samuel Gompers, BRUCE can
say I came into the labor movement
with one purpose, to leave it a better
place and a better movement than I
found it in. BRUCE leaves this body, his
city, his district, his constituents these
resources of land and air and water and
the creatures among them in better
condition than he found them in.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that I join my
colleagues tonight in this tribute to Congress-
man BRUCE VENTO. We all knew that someday
Members of Congress would stand in the well
of the House in tribute to BRUCE VENTO’s
many accomplishments, it is truly sad that this

day has come too soon. Since coming to Con-
gress 8 years ago, I have had the pleasure of
a close relationship with Congressman VENTO
on the Banking Committee.

The Banking Committee deals with some of
the most complex issues in all of Congress.
Congressman VENTO put in the time, attended
all the hearings, and mastered all these com-
plex problems. As a teacher himself prior to
coming to Congress, he became a resource to
all Committee members, providing counsel on
a host of from financial modernization to com-
plex housing programs.

Congressman VENTO served as a tireless
advocate for all consumers on the committee.
He truly stood up for working people of all
stripes time and time again. He made it a
focus to make sure that individuals rights are
protected by law as they interact with the most
powerful financial companies in the world. His
legacy on the committee and his impact on
consumer banking law will live forward for
decades to come.

From timeless issues such as housing for
the poor, to newer issues like the protection of
consumers’ private banking information in the
online world, Congressman VENTO was ahead
of the curve, and on the people’s side. I will
truly miss Congressman VENTO, Congress is
truly diminished by his absence. Let me con-
vey to Congressman VENTO’s family, his dedi-
cated longtime staff here in Washington and
Minnesota, and to the people of Congressman
VENTO’s 4th district my strongest, and heartfelt
condolences.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
FOWLER). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the resolu-
tion.

There was no objection.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that she will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken tomorrow.
f

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
BURMA

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 328)
expressing the sense of the Congress in
recognition of the 10th anniversary of
the free and fair elections in Burma
and the urgent need to improve the
democratic and human rights of the
people of Burma, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 328

Whereas in 1988 thousands of Burmese citi-
zens called for a democratic change in
Burma and participated in peaceful dem-
onstrations to achieve this result;
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